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NECC Faculty Association 
President Mike Nutter asked mem- 
bers of his union not to attend 
President David Hartleb’s focus 
groups. 

The staff and faculty focus 
groups were to discuss remedies to 
the possible deep cuts in state aid to 
higher education due to Acting Gov. 
Jane Swift’s recent budget proposals. 

“The focus group’s discussions 
involving possible reorganization of 
departments, contracting out and 
possible lay-offs are clearly issues 
that should be discussed officially at 

-the collective bargaining table 
between union and management-not 
in an informal setting,” Nutter said. 

Some members of the union who 
received his request questioned the 
late timing of the boycott. Nutter 
responded by saying, “Just because I 
caught the real nature of the groups 
late, doesn’t mean my reaction to 
them is wrong.” 

Nutter further explained that it 
would have given tacit approval if 
the union didn’t act. 

James Bradley, professor of 
behavioral science, did not receive 
the message before he attended one 
of the groups. 

“If I had known the position of 
the faculty union, I would not have 
attended,” Bradley said. 

However, Bradley said he did not 
feel the groups were a waste of time. 

“I just hope something positive 
does come out of the focus groups,” 
Bradley said. 

Hartleb said he felt the groups 
were successful. 

“They were very good,” Hartleb 
said. “They exceeded my expecta- 
tions. | was very pleased with the 
enthusiasm of participation.” 

Hartleb added, that the ideas 
were for the core of the college and 
not just one area of the school. 

“None of the groups were from 
any one area. It was very diverse that 
way,” Hartleb said. 

Now that faculty and staff focus 
groups have concluded, student 


et 
a 


input is being sought. 

Hartleb and Student Activities 
announced the two focus groups for 
the students are Thursday, March 28, 
from 12 to 1 p.m. in the Dimitri 
Building on the Lawrence campus 
and Thursday, April 4, from 12 to 1 
p.m. in the President’s Dining Room 
on the Haverhill campus. 

Students wanting to attend 
should contact the Student Activities 
office at (978) 556- 3732 to sign up. 

Hartleb has high hopes that the 
students attending the focus groups 
will be knowledgeable in both the 
budget crisis and the Early 
Retirement Bill. Students will have 
the chance to have their voices heard 
by submitting ideas.on how to help 
with the budget crisis. 

Hartleb said the student focus 
groups will have the same agenda as 
those for faculty and staff. 

“Students should be prepared to 
talk about the core values of the col- 
lege and how to help save money,” 
Hartleb said. 

The results of the focus groups 
can be found on the college’s 
Intranet, but , students do not have 
access to this particular site. Hartleb 
encourages faculty and staff to con- 
tinue their talks on the Intranet 
through the month of March. 

According to Nutter, 17 faculty 
members were expected to take the 
ERI, but the number may actually be 
as high as 34. 

“These kinds of numbers could 
cripple some areas, especially the 
nursing program” Nutter said. 

The college retains only 20 per- 
cent of the retirees’ salaries. 

“These financial issues affect 
more people than those represented 
by the faculty union or other unions 
on campus. Everyone will be affect- 
ed the loss of faculty to early retire- 
ment, funding shortfalls and 
increased fees will hit everyone,” 
Nutter said. 

“If you think of the 15 commu- 
nity colleges as one unit instead of 
15 separate entities, community col- 
leges make up the largest segment of 
higher education. We need to avoid 
the ‘misery loves company mindset 
and we should become the seeds 
from where fair treatment grows, 
then everyone wins,” Nutter said. 


gi Feature 


Special pull-out: 
Observing NYC 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The Practical Nursing Certificate 
program at NECC has been saved 
temporarily, after outcry from stu- 
dents and faculty. 

The 29 students currently 
enrolled in the 10-month program 
sent letters to NECC President David 
Hartleb, the Board of Tru 
legislators, expressing disappoint- 
ment that the program was put on 
hold. They even called and emailed 
numerous television stations, but 
according to Donna Challoner, presi- 
dent of the LPN club, no one 
responded. 

But, they finally have seen their 
efforts pay off. 

Paul Bevilacqua, vice president 
and dean of Academic Affairs, 
announced the program will run in 
the fall. But, both the LPN program 
and the Registered Nursing pean 
will be smaller. : 

“The program will be significant- 
ly scaled down,” Bevilacqua said. 
“Both the president and I recognize 
the importance of the health care pro- 
gram, especially the nursing pro- 
gram.” 

The LPN program was put on 
hold when two of the program’s three 
faculty members announced their 
retirement this year. 


News 


Dubus named 
Commencement 
speaker 


Faculty told to Nursing program saved 
boycott groups 


LPN students, standing from left: 


Gayle Simone photo 


Diane Fitzgerald, Donna 


Challoner, Denise Stapanon and Karen Lambert. 


Many of the students and faculty 
were worried what would happen if 
anyone failed the program. 

“If one of us fails, we cannot 
come back,” said LPN student Ellsie 
Louis. “We would have to start the 
program over somewhere else.” 

The students also expressed dis- 
satisfaction the RN program was not 
put on hold. 

“Why keep the RN program? We 
are just as valuable,” said Challoner. 
“An LPN does everything. Draw 
blood, IVs, everything. Hospitals are 
hiring LPNs now, because of the 
nursing shortage.” 


Secretary of the LPN club Karen 
Lambert said her biggest concern 
was being in the field. 

“There are going to be shortages 
of nurses if the program closes,” 
Lambert said. 

Lambert added the LPN program 
is a good way to get into the RN pro- 
gram, “After 10 months you can start 
working in the field and pursue the 
rest of your education.” 

“If we’re going down, we’re 
going down with a fight,” the group 
said. 


See NURSING, page 6 


Students can have voices heard 


NECC is asking for 
students’ help in the 
budget crisis 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Students will have the chance to 
speak their minds to their state legis- 
lators on Lobby Day, Tuesday, April 
9. 

President David Hartleb and the 
Student Activities department are 
coordinating a trip for 10-12 students 
to go to the State House to speak 
about the current budget crisis and 
amending the Early Retirement Bill. 


Hartleb said each of the 15 com- 
munity colleges in the state are par- 
ticipating. 

“Students are the most effective 
voice in these situations,” Hartleb 
said. 

Hartleb said he regrets not being 
able to take more students. “The 
quality of communication is more 
important than the quantity. And with 
security, we may not be able to get in 
if there is a gigantic number.” 

There are limited spaces avail- 
able so students willing to attend 
should contact the Student Activities 
department as soon as possible to 
sign up. 

Students unable to attend are 
encouraged to write letters to their 
representatives and senators, for 
information contact Dina Brown, 


Student Activities; Sue MacAvoy,- 
Athletic Department; or Rose 
Dittmer in the Career Development 
Center. Prewritten letters addressed 
to the legislators are available for the 
students to sign. 

“Our hope is to have the students 
who attend to hand deliver thousands 
of letters,” Brown said. 

Hartleb also encouraged the stu- 
dents to keep in mind this trip is to 
support the Legislature. 

“We are not going to beat them 
up. They are not the bad guys,” 
Hartleb said. “We need to show them 
that we support them passing the 
budget in time of the recession.” 

If you are a Massachusetts resi- 
dent, the college asks for your sup- 
port by signing the letters. 
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Students should 
attend lobby day 


All though the adminis- 
tration has saved the nurs- 
ing program for now, 
NECC is still in the middle 
of the budget crisis. 

NECC has announced 
April 9 will be Lobby Day 
for all 15 of the communi- 
ty colleges in 
_ Massachusetts. 

This day will be an 
opportunity for students 
who are currently attend- 
ing a Mass. community 
college to have their voices 
heard and speak their 
minds where it will really 
matter. 

President David Hartleb 
and Student Activities are 
looking for students who 
would like to attend Lobby 
Day, however there are a 
limited amount of spaces. 

Students should contact 
Student Activities if they 
would like to attend. 

The Observer urges any 
student who feels that they 
would like to attend to do 
so. You should be up to 
date on the issues of the 
budget crisis and the Early 
Retirement Program. 

Those who are not 


informed on the issues 
should not attend, as they 
will have no background 
on this complicated issue. 

Nonetheless, all stu- 
dents should take the 
opportunity to learn about 
the issues because they are 
the ones being effected by 
them. 

The utterances of the 
students are the most 
important that can be 
noticed. We are the people 
who are affected by the 
budget cuts and must take 
advantage of any situation 
in which we can make a 
difference. 

The Observer agrees 
wholeheartedly with 
President Hartleb when he 
said that “students are the 
most effective voice in this 
situation.” 

Any student who isn’t 
able to attend should go to 
Student Activities where 
they will be able to receive 
a list of senators and repre- 
sentatives in their area, as 
well as where they can 
reach them. 

Let’s show President 
Hartleb and the 
Massachusetts Legislature 
that we care as students 
and as a college about this 
issue. 
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Do you believe U.S. armed forces 
should attack Iraq? 


Dave Michel, Art 

“Saddam has refused to let the UN 
Bomb Inspectors back into the coun- 
try. ’'d have to say some action has 
to be taken.” 


Nathan Brooks, 

Business management 

“Yes, I do because Saddam is not 
going with the rules in the UN 
weapons inspections.” 


Engracia Alayon, 

Administration Management 

“T believe so because Iraq wouldn’t 
think twice about attacking us. So, 
we'd be prepared at all times.” 


David Pellerin photos 


Vanessa Boilard, 

Business management 

“Yes, I do. I think Saddam Hussein 
is a major role at Sept. 11. He was 
definitely in some way.” 


Kim Pickard, Faculty 
“J just don’t think now is the time. It 
would be an over act of war. Maybe, 
in the future, it would be appropriate 
and more timely...A lot of quicksand 
we are not ready for.” 


Catherine Yarab, undecided 

“Why don’t we just focus on the cur- 
rent dilemma in Afghanistan and 
with Osama Bin Laden, rather than 
focus on terrorism in other parts of 


the world. In order to get the job 
done, we must take it one step at a 
time.” 


SE 
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Reality television lacks imagination 


The world 
of prime time 
television used 
to be a place 
where one 
could go to 
escape reality. 
Now, television 
seems to be 
focusing less on 
what is false 
and more on 
what is real. Reality television shows 
have been popping up rapidly over 
the last few years. 

What began with “The Real 
World” and “Survivor” has resulted 
in countless new programs appearing 
with no value whatsoever. The major 
networks believe that any reality 
show will get people to watch no 
matter how low in quality it is. I 
think reality programs are complete- 
ly worthless and they do little to chal- 
lenge a viewer’s imagination. 


Anger 
is an emo- 
tion that 
drives us 
t (9) 
extremes. 
We don’t 
tabet nk 
straight 
and we 
can’t func- 
tion until 
the source of our anger is dealt 
with. Rage is an animalistic 
instinct that puts us in closer touch 
with our primal urges. 

Revenge, however, I do not see 
as an emotion. It is a motive. It is 


something we can prevent from 
happening. While anger is consid- 
ered a natural emotion that we have 
no conscious control over, revenge 
is the action’s we take after the 
bout of anger has subsided. 

That being said, why have we, 
as a country, lost our anger toward 
Osama bin Laden and the men 
responsible for destroying the 
World Trade Center? I have 
noticed the collective rage waning; 
the rage that every red-blooded 
American felt when they watched 
the towers fall. 

Support for our troops overseas 
and donations to the victim’s fami- 
lies are wonderful things, but they 
are signs of sorrow and pity, not 
anger. I cannot stand when some- 
one says “let’s find the good in 
what happened.” There is no good 


Americans must 
regain their anger 


eee 


Why have we, as a country, lost our 
anger toward Osama bin Laden and 
the men responsible for destroying 
the World Trade Center? 


Now, if these shows are poorly 
done, then why are so many still 
being produced? The major reason is 
that the shows are inexpensive and 
easy to produce. In reali- 
ty television there are no 
actors, no sets, no cos- 
tumes and no scripts. 
Producer’s are basically 
only paying for film and 
airtime. The concept of 
these programs is that 
you are watching real 
people in an_ unpre- 
dictable atmosphere. 
Actually, what you really 
end up viewing is not 
complete reality, but 
everyday people “hamming it up” for 
the camera, hoping for a future in 
show business. 

Many of these new reality pro- 
grams are just spin-offs or rehashes 
of successful reality shows. The WB 
has just introduced “No Boundaries” 
which is a lame version of 
“Survivor” without the exotic loca- 
tions. I cannot stand to watch the 


in a terrorist attack. 

Airline security has been raised 
and safety seems more important to 
Americans than it did before. 
These may be great things, but the 
fact that it took the deaths of more 
than 3,000 people for the country 
to wake up and realize there might 
be a problem is sickening. 

It has been six months since 
the attacks and our lives are return- 
ing to normal, but as a country we 
cannot let the anger we felt go. 
This is a case where the wave of 
pure, unadulterated vehemence 
should carry us to the shore of 
redemption. Osama’s blood has not 
yet been spilled, so we must con- 
tinue to cry as we yearn for it. 

The anger we felt was what 
drove us to come together. It 


brought us together as a country 
and as Americans because we were 
all focused on one cause: 
Destroying those responsible; 
those who killed our firefighters, 
policemen, emergency victims, and 
all those innocent people. 

As a nation, we must not let the 
wrath we feel toward Osama and 
his followers be put to bed. It is 
anger that will buy us assurance 
that another country will not do the 
same thing. If they realize our 
anger, it makes them fear us, and 
fear makes us safer. 

Rekindle your anger and let it 
overtake you with raw emotion. 
Let your blood boil and turn red in 
the face. Clench you fists in rage 
and shake them at the sky. Anger 
may drive you to seek vengeance, 
but in some cases, the revenge is 
well deserved. 


same formula being used so televi- 
sion stations can cash in on the reali- 
ty show trend. Another rehash show 
is ABC’s “The Bachelor.” The show 


is similar to the notorious “Who 
Wants To Marry a  Multi- 
Millionaire.” It involves an eligible 
bachelor dating 15 different women. 
By the end of the season he will 
choose his bride and dismiss all the 
other women. Sounds like a concept 
only Jerry Springer would enjoy. 
Reality shows of course come in 
other forms as well. You’ve all seen 


“Judge Judy.” Well, there is a new 
judge in town and he is a southern 
judge named Larry Joe Doherty. The 
show is called “Texas Justice” and it 
does not live up to its 
name. Instead of serious 
crimes being dealt with, 
the court cases are petty 
shoplifting and domestic 
disputes. The result is a 
disgrace to the legal sys- 
tem and a really inaccu- 
rate interpretation of real 
court cases. 

Another new program 
is the show called 
“Celebrity Boxing.” In 
the premier episode 
Danny Bonaduche of “The Patridge 
Family” faces off against Barry 
Williams, of “The Brady Bunch.” I 
think the producers should review 
the title of the show. These men have 
not been “celebrities” since the late 
70s. Other fighter’s include ex-con 
and former child actor Todd Bridges 
and Paula Jones of the Clinton scan- 
dal. Television is trying to pass off a 


convicted felon and lowlifes as 
celebrities. This kind of a program is 
only going to make the quality of 
television go down even more. 
When will this television hell 
end? What needs to be done is net- 
work executives must be more cre- 
ative in what they produce. They 
may have put a foot in the right direc- 
tion as MTV has aired the new reali- 
ty show called “The Osbournes.” It is 
based on rocker Ozzy Osbourne and 
his family’s real life. The result 
makes for great television, which 
gives some hope to more reality 
shows of quality in the future. It 
works because there is chemistry 
between the family and more thought 
was put into the concept of the show. 
Ultimately, these networks 
are assuming that we are stupid 
enough to enjoy poor productions 
based on realiy. I think it is time the 
television industry realizes that in the 
end the key to a good show is cre- 
ativity and imagination and not just 
reality. 


Students who smoke 
are being disrespectful 


To the Editor 


As a student of the Northern 
Essex Community College, and a 
non-smoker person, I think that it’s 
very disrespectful for those students, 
who stand outside of the school doors 
smoking and throwing their contami- 
nated air, every time that I pass 
through the door of the C building. I 
have to quit breathing, because those 
people are always smoking there, and 
I think that we have enough space in 
the school, they can move some- 
where else. 


Paola Gomez 
NECC Student 


To the Editor: 


I am a student here at NECC. I 
noticed that a lot of the students in 
the morning and on their breaks 
smoke right outside by the doors. I 
find it really hard to walk in the 
building with everyone crowded 
around the entrance. 

I have no choice but it inhale the 
smoke around me. Why should all 
the smoke be blown in the nonsmok- 
ers faces? 

Smokers are not concerned for 
the others that don’t smoke. There 
may be students that may have some 
kind of breathing problems or have 
any other medical conditions. 

The school could have some big 
problems if something happened to a 


Pearl's death shatters 
student’s National 
Geographic dream 


To the Editor: 


I completely agree with your 
article in the last edition of the 
Observer pertaining to Daniel Pearl. 
As a fellow journalism major, I feel 
that Pearl was a man who was just 
doing what he loved. 

There was no reason for him to 
get killed just because he was doing 
his job. It sends out a message to 
Americans that they shouldn’t go to 
foreign countries, for fear of being 
killed. 

It has always been a dream of 
mine to work for National 
Geographic, but the world is such a 


crazy place right now that it makes 
me want to change my mind. 

I also agree with you that if we 
supposedly have the smartest and 
best intelligence in the world, then 
why can’t we find the one man who 
has done so much harm to our coun- 
try. 

The government needs to start 
devising better plans to find these 
sick people who have killed innocent 
people. It’s just not fair that they get 
away with the things that they do. 


Dominique Wheelock 
NECC Student 


student. 

Most of the people who wear 
really nice clothes to school(like me) 
would come in smelling like a ciga- 
rette all the time. I hate that! 

I see that it is the most occupied 
spot the whole day. I understand how 
badly smokers need a cigarette, but if 
the college provided an area in the 
grass for the people to smoke it 
would great. Then the doors can be 
cleared for anybody to come in. 

If everyone could be a little con- 
cerned for nonsmokers, I think that 
would be great for the college and the 
students. 


Randa Boie 
NECC Student 


to the 


Observer. 


Send Email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop letters off in our 
newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center. 


If we're not here, slide your 
letter under the door! 
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Educators worth 
more than athletes 


I read in a recent edition of 
Newsweek of an intersting develop- 
ment that got the neurons firing. The 
story goes something like this: a 
group of Parisian businessmen went 
out for a night on the town, dinner for 
six was in order. Amongst the order 
was four bottles of 100-year-old 
wine, one of which rang to the tune of 
$17,500. The bill when all was said 
and done totaled above $60,000, not 
including the tip. Ultimately, the six 
gentleman tried to write this little 
snack off as a business dinner, fortu- 
nately the company had the good 
sense to deflect said attempts and has 
since sent five of the six businessmen 
packing. My first reaction was one of 
incomprehension, what delightful 
decadence. But, shortly thereafteer I 
was struck but what exactly took 
place. 

These six men ate the equivalent 
of three relatively decent automo- 
biles, in one sitting. Who does this? It 
was then that I started to look at our 
own society. 


Does not what one makes for a 
salary in this country speak volumes 
about the job that they do? Very often 
I hear that educators are a prized 
resource within this country. Why 
aren’t they paid as such? ~ 

Meanwhile, movie stars are paid 
millions per film for what could only 
be called frivioulous entertainment. 
Police officers and firefighters risk 
their lives everyday for the sake and 
safety of the rest of us, as demon- 
strated on Sept. 11, and yet they con- 
tinue to make an appallingly low 
wage. Yet, sports stars make millions 
each year to play games with each 
other. 

Where does the American values 
system lie? What does it show the 
rest of the world when Michael 
Jordan makes several hundred times 
what the President of the United 
States of America makes each year? 

I have two theories on this matter. 
One, that we are a country that 
believes that in event of a national 
crisis Michael Jordan will be able to 
slam dunk us out of trouble, or two, 
that we value entertainment over edu- 
cation for our children and safety for 
all of us. And we talk about back- 
wards third-world countries? 


These boots 
were made for 


everyth 


boots have 
recently 
started to 
fall apart. 
Don’t cry, 
that isn’t 
what they 
would 


' *most loyal, 
true, waterproof boots a man could 
ever ask for. They had seen me 
through five years of my life and I 
will never forget them. 

I got them as a Christmas present 
from my parents in 1997 from a 
leather emporium in Plaistow. They 
were a little tight at first, but I’m 
telling you once I broke them in they 
were the most comfortable footwear 
I had ever owned. I did everything in 
them. I was 
called “Bootz” 
as a nickname 
in high school 
because of my tendency to wear 
them everywhere. Dances, play 
rehearsals, and pep rallies saw me 
and the “clodhoppers” every time. I 
even found myself decked out in a 
tux in my boots for my senior prom. 
I just wish that they would have had 
some line dancing that day. I would 
have been good, damn _ good. 
Besides, with the garbage they were 
playing at our prom, I think anyone 
would have opted for country. I'll 
take “Boot Scootin’ Boogie” over “I 
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Reeking of Awesomeness 


ing 


Want It That Way” any day of the 
week. 

Getting back the point, the boots 
grew to be a part of me, an extension 
of myself. They did nothing to shelve 
my image of being a redneck and I 
was proud of that. Recently, I had 
them fixed when the heel on one of 
them broke. I polished them and tried 
to restore them, but something didn’t 
seem quite right after they came back 
from the cobbler. They didn’t seem 
to have that edge they once had. 
Their leather seemed a bit less shiny 
and they didn’t have the spring in 
their step that they once had. I real- 
ized they had lost their will to live. 
They were tired of my fast paced life 
and couldn’t keep up with the rigor- 
ous schedule I had to keep. 

Now cue Sarah McLachlan’s “I 
Will Remember You” and grab a box 
of tissues. This could get emotional. 
The boots have seen me through 
everything. I wore them to the prom. 
I wore them to weddings. I wore 
them to funerals. I literally wore 
them everywhere. They were my 
security blanket. 

I don’t ever plan 
on getting rid of the 
boys. We’ve been 
through too much 
together. Unfortunately, I will have 
to buy another pair. I'll have my 
adventures with them as I did with 
the others, but nothing can replace 
the original. I think Alan Jackson 
said it best when he said, “There’s 
nothing better once you’ve had the 
best.” 

My boots will always have a 
place in my heart and in my closet. 

They reek of awesomeness. 
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Swift saves herself 
from embarrassment 


Acting Gov. Jane Swift recently 
stepped out of the upcoming race for 
governor. Although emotional in her 


departure speech, Swift has done 
what was best for the Republican 
party. Swift is now backing million- 
aire entrepreneur Mitt Romney, who 
is known recently for organizing the 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. 
Romney’s popularity soared after the 
event’s successful turn-out in light of 
the potential terrorist threats. 

Swift cited personal conflicts 
resulting in her departure, such as the 
difficulty of balancing time with her 
three young children and running for 
office. In addition to her personal 
life, she was challenged by the sever- 
ity of the budget crunch and the need 
for additional post-Sept. 11 security 
measures. Swift had a difficult times 


Changes in att 


One week after the September 
11th tragedy there was a certain feel- 
ing in the air. Many people were 
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patriotic and 
were nice to one 
another. The 


streets were lined 
up with candles 
and people were 


dealing with these important issues 
and displayed disabilties in her lead- 
ership qualities. 

Swift clearly demonstrated to the 
public during her gubernatorial peri- 
od major weaknesses. Swift’s blun- 
ders included a police helicopter 
flight to her home in North Adams 
and her aides being used as baby-sit- 
ters for her children. Her fight for 
toll increases on the Mass Pike did 
not help her gain popularity in the 
state. Swift has had many opportuni- 
ties to prove herself as a worthy gov- 
ernor, but her actions made the pub- 
lic lose faith in her abilities. 

Aside from Swift’s personal rea- 
sons for her departure from the race, 
these personal and political embar- 
rassments led to the decline of her 
popularity. 

Money was a key factor in her 
decision to exit the race. Romney 
had plenty of it, and she simply was 
not going to be able to raise enough 


see flags for sale and even when you 
watch television, commercials are 
selling things American so that peo- 
ple can make money. “This is severe 
nationalism, they are trying to mar- 


ket patriotism and sell it back to us at 


To many people, it seems everything that 


of it for a strong campaign. Recent 
political polling demonstrated a 
strong approval for Romney as the 
Republican candidate, where 
Romney led 75-12 percent. There 
was no way Swift could have cam- 
paigned herself to gain the necces- 
sary amount of popularity to beat out 
Romney. 

Swift’s decision to leave the race 
gives the Republican party a fair shot 
at maintaining control in the State. 
Democrats dominate the other two 
branches of legislature and the 
Republican role as Massachusetts 
governor allows more control for the 
Republican party. 

Jane Swift made the right deci- 
sion by bowing out of the race and 
saving herself from further embarass- 
ment. She didn’t have a shot and her 
support of Romeny will be helpful in 
securing the governor’s seat for her 


party. 


itude 


represent red, white and blue. She 
also feels that Olympic figure skating 
was fixed because we wanted an 
American winner. This whole disas- 
ter has made the attitude in the 
United States go from a positive back 
down to a nega- 
tive. Although 
some people dis- 
agree, they feel 
that people are 
just as nice as 


outside wavin ° 5 = before and things 
the American flap has to do with the United States in sports well j ay 
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U.S.A. There was 
never a_ bigger 
site of unity. It 
wasn’t very 
uncommon for a 
door to be held 
open for you or having a total 
stranger just say hi. Everything was 
nice but like all things that came to 
an end. “Our country is back to nor- 
mal; calm and lazy,” said liberal arts 
major Kerry Morse. 

It seems now the United States 
has used this for a way to make 
money. Everywhere you go you can 
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a profit; it’s the worst corporate 
crime to American soil,” said busi- 
ness major Jacob Westlowe. 

To many people, it seems every- 
thing that has to do with the United 
States in sports or anything else is 
fixed. Mary Buonopone, Marketing 
major feels the Super Bowl was fixed 
because the patriots won and they 


takes a major 
tragedy like this 
to pull the United 
States together 
and then see 
them fall apart just as fast. This 
shows us how fake the people in our 
country can be. Next time something 
like this happens and there is that 
feeling in the air again just remember 
as good as it may feel it wont last for- 
ever. 
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Dinner dance planned for 
NECC’s birthday celebration 


Fundraising dance 


to be held in honor of 


Colleges 40th 


By MELANIE DiIGIACOMO 
Contributing Reporter 


NECC is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary with a night of food, 
festivity and fun. 

The NECC 40th Anniversary 
Gala Dinner Dance is being held on 
Friday April 26 at DiBurro’s func- 
tion facilities in Bradford. 

The event is co-chaired by 
Libby Jensen, director of Alumni 
and Donor Relations, and Ernestine 
“Ernie” Greenslade, director of 
Public Relations. 

The festivities start at 8 p.m. and 
run until midnight, however, guests 
may start arriving after 7:15 p.m. 
Guests are asked to wear formal 
attire. This is a community event 


and anyone is welcome to attend. 
“We look forward to sharing 
this exciting event with the mem- 
bers of the Northern Essex 
Community,” Jensen said. 
Guests will be served a meal 
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This can be an inspiration 


faculty members reviewed almost 
75 submitted applicants and nar- 
rowed it down to 40 distinguished 
alumni who will be recognized at 
the event. Nearly 110 alumni were 
nominated for this honor. 

“It was difficult to 
choose 40 distin- 
guished alumni,” 
Jensen said. “Because 
there’s so many note 
worthy students who 


for current students. have attended the col- 
i lege.” 
—Ernie Greenslade Greenslade hopes 


consisting of beef tenderloin and 
chicken almondine. For entertain- 
ment and dancing, music will be 
provided by faculty member John 
Matrona’s five-piece contemporary 
swing band. 

A committee of six staff and 


Program designed to 
make leaders for life 


Student leaders get a 
chance to improve 
themselves 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Contributing Reporter 


Students have the option to 
improve themselves, to make them- 
selves better people, in one pro- 
gram. This program will take stu- 
dents through a series of workshops 
and other forms of self-develop- 
ment. It’s called the Student 
Leadership 
Development 
Program. Its sole 
purpose is to help 
develop students 
into leaders. 

Dina Brown, 
coordinator of 
Student Activities 
& Orientation, is 
one of many who 
help run the pro- 
gram. Brown 
recruits students 
and teaches at some of the work- 
shops. Brown says the program is a 
series of workshops and seminars 
where students can develop and 
learn something about themselves. 

“This program is to help you, 
the student,” Brown said. “It’s also a 
place where students can meet.” 

Since spring 1998 the Student 
Leadership Development Program 
has shown good results. There are 
currently about 150 students in the 
program. By next fall when the pro- 
gram restarts Brown anticipates to 
have about 200 students. 


dent. 
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This program is to 
help you, the stu- 


—Dina Brown 


Visit us onthe web: 
www.observer.necc.mass.edu 


To enter the program a student 
must be nominated by a faculty 
member. You can also be nominated 
if your GPA is higher than 3.5 by the 
program’s advisors. 

Students within the program can 
expect challenges with wonderful 
rewards. 

The program has two phases. 
The first phase is to complete three 
of several workshops and 15 hours 
of service learning. When you com- 
plete this you will receive an 
“Emerging Leader Certificate of 
Distinction” and you will be eligible 
to enter phase two. 

Once in the Ambassador 
Program, or 
phase two, stu- 
dents work and 
help other stu- 
dents orient 
themselves into 
the college. An 
ambassador rep- 
resents NECC 
and also. gets 
pay and recogni- 
tion of achieve- 
ment within the 
college. 

Students can benefit from schol- 
arship opportunities just for partici- 
pating. The most a student can earn 
from being in the program is self- 
improvement. Students will know 
more about themselves. They will 
meet new people and make friends. 
And hopefully all your newfound 
knowledge from the program will 
transform you into a leader. 

For more information, contact 
Brown at 978-556-3732 or visit 
Student Activities & Orientation in 
the F building. 


future students will 
strive to achieve such 
a goal. 

“This can be an 
inspiration for current students,” 
Greenslade said. 

Tickets cost $75 each and may 
be purchased by calling the Alumni 
office at (978) 556-3623. Guests 
may either pick up their tickets from 
the Alumni office in building A-303, 
or they may have the tickets mailed 
to them. 

Proceeds from the event will 
benefit the Alumni Scholarship 
Fund. 


Lawrence campus 
hosts literacy event 
for young children 


By PETE EDGERLY 
News Editor 


Read 
AS Cer Ors S 
America, 
sponsored in 
part by 
Americore, 
was held the 
first week in 
March. On 
a ; March 7, a 
literacy event was held on the 
Lawrence campus to promote read- 
ing among young people and to cel- 
ebrate Dr. Suess’ birthday. 

Employees from the 
Community Service Program, the 
Career Development Center, and 
volunteers from the S.M.I.L.E. 
tutor program were among the 
many people giving their time to 
read to young children and lead 
other educational activities. 

This was the fifth year NECC 
held the event and the first time it 


Celebrating Dr. 
Suess’ birthday 


was held in Lawrence. Children 
from the South Lawrence East 
School and from the on campus day 
care fascility were invited to attend 
the event held in the atrium of the 
original Lawrence campus _build- 
ing. Nicole Victoria and Anne 
Trembley of the Community 
Service Program played a major 
role in planning the event. 

Other volunteers included stu- 
dents and members of the 
Leadership Program. Lori-Anne 
McCarthy, Liberal Arts, and a 
member of the Leadership 
Program, was one of the students 
who volunteered to read to children 
and lead other activities. She is also 
a Junior Presidential Ambassador. 
McCarthy was asked to help out in 
the event and she said she would 
love to help. 

“T like kids,” said McCarthy. 

The children walked into the 
Lawrence campus to find The Cat 
in the Hat waiting to greet them 
with a giant birthday cake for Dr. 
Suess. The tables were daunted 
with balloons and activity packets 
for the children. 

Be sure to get involved next 
year! It is a great opportunity to 
serve children and make a differ- 
ence. 


Improving the Lives of 
Children & Families 


‘w Early Childhood Care 


and Education 


ce Elementary Education 
‘e Human Development 


oc Social Work 
ow Child Life 
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°e Merit scholarships available 


up to $5,000 


o~ 84% of students receive 
financial aid 


cw Application deadline is 
April 15 for Fall, 2002 


Interviews and tours available 


Call (800) 734-5212 or 


weekdays, 9 AM — 3:30 PM. 


WHEELOCK COLLEGE 


(617) 879-2206, or visit our 
web site at www.wheelock.edu. 
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Andre Dubus announced as 
Commencement speaker 


By KRrIsTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


Andre Dubus III, author of the 
best-selling “House of Sand and 
Fog,” will be the featured speaker at 
Northern Essex Community 
College’s 39th Commencement on 
Saturday, May 18. 

“We are thrilled to have Andre 
speak at Commencement,” NECC 
President David Hartleb said. “As 
those that have heard him can attest, 
he speaks eloquently and with humor 
on the quest for insight, knowledge 
and understanding. He has a sincere 
and heartfelt appreciation for both 
formal and experiential education 
and an understanding of the commu- 
nity college mission.” 

Dubus, of Newburyport, is a for- 
mer Haverhill resident and al977 
graduate of Haverhill High School. 

In addition to writing he has held 
many jobs, including writing instruc- 
tor at several colleges. 

Last October, he addressed stu- 
dents, faculty and the public at a lun- 
cheon sponsored by the Women of 
Northern Essex Community College 
and the Liberal Arts Revitalization 
Committee. 

“T realize the absolute importance 
of Northern Essex Community 
College and institutions like it,” 
Dubus said at the time. “I know a 
number of people personally who 
wouldn’t have been able to achieve a 
higher education without Northern 
Essex. I feel very strongly about the 
importance of the school.” 


file photo 


Haverhill native and best-selling author Andre Dubus III will speak 
his inspiring words at NECC Commencement on May 18. 


In addition to “House of Sand 
and Fog,” Dubus has authored a col- 
lection of short fiction, “The Cage 
Keeper and Other Stories;” a novel, 
“Bluesman;” and essays which have 
appeared in “Playboy,” “Yankee 
Magazine” and “Hope,” as well as 
various literary publications. 

Dubus has received many hon- 


ors. He is the winner of the 
Guggenheim Fellowship, _ the 
National Magazine Award for 


Fiction, the Pushcart Prize, a St. 
Botolph Foundation Grant, and was 
a 1994 finalist for the Prix de Rome 
Fellowship from the Academy of 
Arts and Letters. 

In addition, “House of Sand and 
Fog” is listed in the year 2000 
Notable Book List and The List of 
America’s Readers, produced by the 
American Library Association. It was 
also nominated for the International 


Dublin Literary Award and was a fic- 
tion finalist for the National Book 
Award, the L.L.Winship/PEN New 
England Award, and the Los Angeles 
Times Book prize. It was also an 
Oprah Book Club selection. 

Before achieving writing suc- 
cess, Dubus worked as a bounty 
hunter, private investigator, carpen- 
ter, bartender and actor. Dubus is the 
son of the late Andre Dubus II, a 
nationally known writer whose short 
story “The Killing” was recently 
turned into the critically acclaimed 
film “In the Bedroom.” Andre Dubus 
II was a longtime professor at former 
Bradford College. 

The college is very lucky to have 
Andre Dubus III as the featured 
speaker at Northern Essex 
Community College’s 39th 
Commencement and is looking for- 
ward to hearing his inspiring words. 


Arctic refuge is under attack 


By DOMINIQUE WHEELOCK 
Contributing Reporter 


The oil companies are trying to 
wage a war against the Arctic. 
However, MASSPIRG along with 
Senator John Kerry are working to 
stop this effort. 

The Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge in Alaska is one of America’s 
last unspoiled areas. There are no 
roads or developed trails, so in order 
to get there you must fly, boat or 
walk, 

The refuge is home to large pop- 
ulations of caribou, musk oxen, 
wolves, black, brown, and_ polar 
bears, and thousands of migratory 
birds. It is also the home to the 
Gwich’in people, who have inhabit- 
ed the area for thousands of years. 

Up until recently the area has 
been untouched, but not for long. 
Sen. Frank Murkowski is going to be 
offering an amendment to the Senate 
energy bill that would allow oil and 
gas drilling in the coastal plain of the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 
This will happen when the Senate 
starts to debate on energy legislation. 
But why would Murkowski want to 
do something that would harm his 
own state? 

“Murkowski is probably influ- 
enced by the special interest groups 
and the oil companies,” said Mo 
Traughber, the leader of the NECC 
chapter of MASSPIRG. “He is more 
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that they are going to give him, rather 
than what it is going to do to the 
environment and how it will cause 
more money to be needed to fix the 
damage done by the drilling.” 

Sen. John Kerry is very support- 
ive of protecting the Arctic. He has 
joined with a number of other 
Senators who have agreed to fili- 
buster the bill. 

“It would be tough for the oppo- 
nents to stop the filibuster,” 
Traughber said. “Since they would 
need 60 out of the 100 votes in the 
Senate, which they probably don’t 
have.” 

MASSPIRG members have been 
writing letters to Senator Kerry to 
thank him for supporting the effort to 
save the Arctic. 

Supporters of drilling in the 
Arctic often say that the refuge is 
estimated to contain “up to” 16 bil- 
lion barrels of oil. However, a US 
Geological Survey says that the num- 
ber is about 80 percent lower, at a lit- 
tle over three billion barrels. Three 
billion barrels may sound like a lot, 
but in reality it’s not. 

“There is only a six month 
source of oil,” Traughber said. “And 
this wouldn’t even reach consumers 
for another 10-12 years.” 

Drilling proponents also claim 
that the US is too dependent on for- 
eign oil and that decreasing our 
dependency would help our national 
security. The US currently gets 55 
percent of its oil from foreign 
sources, almost all of them Middle 
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With the battles against terrorism 
going on in the Middle East, the US 
is going to have to start thinking of 
new ways to reduce the need for oil. 

“We rely mainly on oil, coal, and 
gas. We need to start using less and 
less and start making SUVs and cars 
that have higher gas mileage. Our 
government is not investing enough 
money to help this cause,” Traughber 
said. 

“There is a wind farm in the 
ocean located off the coast of Cape 
Cod. It will be able to produce a lot 
of the energy needed for the Cape 
and the Islands. That will help 
decrease their dependency on oil, 
coal, and gas,” Traughber said. 

Drilling in the Arctic is only 
good for the big oil companies. The 
supporters try to overestimate the 
amount of oil in the Arctic, but there 
is no way that they can prove a 
Geological Survey wrong. 

MASSPIRG asks that students 
try to help with this effort. The best 
way to do this is to write letters to 
local newspapers to get the word out. 

It is also recommended that you 
write letters to your congressmen and 
senators. If you live in Massachusetts 
you should contact Representatives 
Tierney and Meehan and Senators 
Kerry and Kennedy. If you live in 
New Hampshire you should contact 
Sen. Smith and Gregg. 

You can also contact 
MASSPIRG at NECC by calling 
(978) 556-3706 and leaving a voice 
message. 
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By SHANE SAVASTANO 
Contributing Reporter 


The Alumni Association 
Advisory Board once again focused 
its attention on improving the qual- 
ity of Northern Essex Community 
College with a __ five-night 
phonathon to raise money for the 
new tech building. 

The phonathon will be held on 
March 25, 26, 27 and April 1, 2. On 
each night about 20-25 volunteers 
will call seeking donations for the 
NECC capital campaign. Libby 
Jensen, director of NECC Alumni 
& Donor Relations, said her mini- 
mum goal to raise $144,000. She 
plans on reaching her goal by hav- 
ing the volunteers call more than 
300 alumni of NECC, inform them 
of the situation and ask if they 
would be generous enough to 


Alumni phonathon 
held for tech building 


donate to the cause. 

Jensen welcomes volunteers to 
call her at (978) 556-3621. The 
schedule involves arriving at the 
phonathon at 6:00 p.m.; dinner and 
social half-hour from 6:00-6:30 
p.m.; instructions from 6:30-7:00 
p.m.; and calling prospective donors 
until 9:00 p.m.. The phonathon will 
be held at the Lawrence campus at 
45 Franklin St. 

NECC needs to raise $ 2 mil- 
lion for the tech building. The state 
has promised to match that with 
$7.5 million. 

Once all the funds are raised 
the new tech building will be con- 
structed between three existing 
buildings and behind the front park- 
ing lot in Haverhill. 

For questions or to make a 
donation, call Jensen at (978) 556- 
3621 or e-mail her at 
ljenson@necc.mass.edu. 


Nursing program saved 


Continued from page 1 


Their fight was well worth it. 

“This is the best LPN program,” 
said student Faith Newton. “You can 
take one class at time, until you com- 
plete the program.” 

Bevilacqua met with Hartleb 
prior to spring break to pitch his 
ideas. 

“The demand for nurses in the 
community is huge,” Bevilacqua 
said. “and the success of the gradu- 
ates has been excellent.” 

Bevilacqua saved the program by 
shifting faculty within the college 
and has plans to hire part-time facul- 
ty to fill the gaps. 

The LPN program will accept 20 
students to the fall program as 


opposed to the 30 students it had last 
fall. The RN program will be affect- 
ed as well. Although the enrollment 
numbers are the same, 70, the pro- 
gram will accept 30 day students and 
40 night students. Last fall those 
numbers were the opposite. 

While NECC dodged the bullet 
for the moment, Hartleb is still work- 
ing with the Legislature to amend the 
Early Retirement Bill. 

“It’s my faith that Rep. Brian 
Dempsy will get this thing turned 
around,” Hartleb said. 

NECC and other community col- 
leges are fighting to receive 50 per- 
cent of the salaries of retired faculty 
as opposed to the 20 percent that is in 
the bill now. 


Culture Clash brings 
author Gish Jen 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Acclaimed author Gish Jen will 
read from her short story collection 
“Who’s Irish?” on Monday, April 8, 
8:00 p.m. in the Library Conference 
Area on NECC’s Haverhill campus. 

The collection is about Chinese- 
Americans and other Americans; 
who win, lose, hate, overachieve and 
underachieve by taking on America 
in comical yet sometimes heart- 
breaking results. 

One of the eight stories is told in 
the voice of an immigrant Chinese 
grandmother. The story consists of 
gaps, that is gaps of communication, 
culture, age and family relationships. 
The grandmother takes care of her 
Chinese-Irish-American grand- 
daughter Sophie and fights with her 
daughter about how to discipline the 
child. 

Other stories include a grown 
man leaving China to escape from 
his mother, a bohemian art student 
finding herself transformed into a 
young mother, and a family taking its 
first steps toward joining a country 
club. 

Jen is a moving and entertaining 
writer of the American Dream. 


on Powells.com, Jen commented on 
her comical side. 

“At a certain point I finally 
decided, for better or worse, I was 
somebody who simultaneously sees 
things as happy and sad,” Jen said. “I 
am the kind of person who would 
make a joke on someone’s deathbed, 
tacky as it may seem.” 

Stories from “Who’s Irish?” have 
appeared in “The New Yorker,” 
“Best American Short Stories,” and 
“The Best American Short Stories of 
the Centuries.” 

Jen has also authored two novels, 
“Mona in the Promised Land” and 
“Typical American.” 

Jen appears on the NECC cam- 
pus as part of the spring Culture 
Clash. A reception with the author 
will follow the reading. This event is 
free and open to the public. For fur- 
ther information call the NECC 
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Staff reflections 
New York City 
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Thoughts on Ground Zero _ Tim’s Top Ten List 
Photos and a whole lot more! 
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I had never been to New York 
City before and upon arrival I was in 
awe. Never had I seen buildings so 
high. I walked around Times Square 
with my head toward the sky, look- 
ing at the monstrous ‘structures tow- 
ering over me, which made me feel 
so tiny. 

For weeks | had been excited 
about going to the city, but even with 
all the sights of New York awaiting 
me, nothing intrigued me more than 
the College Newspaper Convention | 
was so grateful to be attending. 

The convention offered so much 
in the journalism world, but I was 
mostly intrigued by the journalists 
and photographers. who covered the 
Sept. 11 tragedy. 

One of the conferences I attend- 
ed, called “Photographing A 
Tragedy” featured many of the pho- 
tographers who took pictures of the 
World Trade Center during 9/11. 
Each photographer seemed to have 
his own photographic view of the 
tragedy. 

One photographer focused on 
the buildings burning; another 
focused more on the people jumping 
from the towers. One photographer 
had shot more of the reactions on 
people’s faces as they watched in 
terror as the towers burned. I saw 


OBSERVING NYC 
Conference sheds new 
light with presentation 
of 9/11 photos 


some photographs of the catastroph- 
ic event that were considered inap- 
propriate for newspapers and maga- 
zines. 

Each photographer had his own 
story to tell about that horrific day 
and why he took the photos. All the 
photographers seemed to have the 
same reason: to mark history so this 
event would be learned and never 
happen again. 

When the event happened, | 
couldn’t understand why newspa- 
pers printed so many photographs of 
people falling from the towers to 
their deaths and terror-stricken faces 
from those who viewed down below. 
I thought it inhuman, but now I real- 
ize it was to record history, and I was 
glad the convention had these pho- 
tographers come in to speak, share, 
explain why and how emotionally 
hard it was to do so. 

Even though I spent most of my 
time at the convention, I did find 
time to explore this magnificent city. 

On our first day in New York, we 
were given a tour of The New York 
Times by Hannah _ Fairfield 
Wallander, a graphics editor. Visiting 
The New York Times was a wonder- 
ful learning experience. To actually 
see what goes on in the newsroom 
and how it operates was an eye 
opener to what I may be experienc- 
ing in my journalistic career to 
come. 


New York City 
perception changed 


When | was little I thought that 
New York was a city where every- 
body received an apple to take home 
with them. Presently I have come to 
understand that New York does not 
give out apples, rather each visitor 
can bring with them a Icng lasting 
memory of America at her finest. 

There is more offered than taking 
a bite out of the city. It can be 
smelled, it can be touched, it can be 
felt, and it can be heard. The city is 
not a conglomeration of bricks and 
concrete, but a living, breathing enti- 
ty. It posses all of the senses and con- 
sequently engages our own. 

It is one thing to hear about what 
the city is like, but the picture can not 
be painted until you are there to hold 
the paintbrush. You need to stand on 
the street to witness that the buildings 
seem to be closer to the clouds than 
to where you stand. You need to 
observe day light at midnight in 
Times Square. Everyone should 
experience the phenomenon known 
as New York City at least once in 
their life. 


Inspiration is everywhere in the 
city. It is remarkable the way New 
York has rebuilt itself after Sept. 11. 
It is like a starfish that has lost its 
limb. With every new day it is work- 
ing together to regrow another one. It 
is resilient, it will take a fall but will 
be brave and get back on its feet and 
support itself stronger than before. 

Just being there is an experience, 
however there is one experience in 
particular that stands out in my mind 
. As I started to walk around the 
observatory at the top of the Empire 
State Building I was awestruck by 
the sight of the two blue light beams 
connecting Ground Zero to heaven. | 
stood there and viewed the memori- 
am and paid my respects as I shed 
many tears for all of those that were 
lost that day. It was an emotional 
experience that will forever stay with 
me. 

In a way New York does give 
something back to all those that pass 
down its many streets. It gives you a 
sense of togetherness and respect for 
all of those that run their threads 
throughout its unique fabric. 


The Observer staff poses for a photo outside The New York Times. 


New York City opens eyes and 


Observer photo 


creates a new look on the big city 


Briskly walking through the 
streets of New York City, the intense 
smell of nuts and hotdogs engulfed 
me as I pushed my way through the 
immense crowd. Dodging the crazy 
drivers and trying to avoid getting 
plowed over was difficult, but the 
scenery was one that made frustra- 
tion disappear. 

“Welcome to New York,” was all 
I said to myself. I wanted to bring 
back a fulfilled experience and a pos- 
itive perspective on what it would be 
like living the city life. I refused to 
let the crazy characteristics of the 
city bother me. The atmosphere of 
New York is what gave it diversity. 

I had an amazing wake up call 
with everything that went through 
my mind. If you want to live in the 
city it’s a whole new world. What 
struck me the most was a new sense 
of independence. 

Following the depression of 
Sept. 11, this city has managed to 
keep itself alive and continue to 
show its amazing attributes to people 
around the world. The saying “the 
city that never sleeps” was truer 
when experiencing New York on my 
own. 

This trip was unbelievably edu- 
cating. Amy Callahan, adviser of the 
NECC Observer and professor at 
NECC in Haverhill, shared her 
knowledge with great depth, inspira- 
tion, and a love for the city she once 
called home for six years. | was com- 
pletely enthralled and overwhelmed 
with the information she shared. 

I found myself as I walked 
through the streets alone in my own 
world munching on some sugar 
encrusted almonds, which are sold on 
the street corners I noticed a movie 
getting filmed, saw people in busi- 
ness suits talking on cell phones, 
people shopping, cameras flashing 
before my eyes, cars beeping, people 
yelling and pushing in a rush with 


places to go and people to see, the 
towering buildings everywhere, the 
homeless man that insisted everyone 
hear that he had 10 kids, eight girls, 
two boys and needed to feed them. I 
just took it all in. 

Due to this city being so over- 
powering and being a simple individ- 
ual with unanswered questions, 
curiosity constantly haunted me. 

Walking amongst fame, fortune 
and feelings of motivation that swept 
me off my feet, it was a challenge 
and | liked that. It made me realize 
even more that there’s a lot to experi- 
ence in this world and it gave me 
motivation to conquer goals even 


Patrick’s Cathedral, Greenwich 
Village, Times Square, CBGB’s and 
MoMA, an excellent art museum that 
held an exhibit of photos from 
9/11that were mind altering. 

The despair of 9/11 effected me a 
lot more being in New York. Talking 
and listening to people share their 
experiences during this tragic event 
brought me to a point where I was 
overwhelmed and reality struck me 
immensely. Due to the unbelievable 
photojournalists that managed to 
capture scenes that put me into disbe- 
lief and shock, was a miracle these 
people survived. Their ability to 
speak about it afterwards was 


a er 


[New York City] made me realize even 
more that there’s a lot to experience in 
this world and it gave me motivation to 


conquer goals. 


more. | found it uplifting and inspira- 
tional. 

Being alone in this city is defi- 
nitely survival of the fittest. 

Putting up with the fast paced 
environment where there is no time 
to think of stress and problems that 
drag you down, it gave me a chance 
to only think about my destination in 
life. 

The struggle for success where 
competition is so high is really diffi- 
cult. | saw this in a deeper perception 
especially with my future career as a 
journalist major. I found myself 
struggling with decisions. 

It is a different adventure every 
day in New York so much to see and 
so much to do. Some wonderful areas 
I visited were Rockefeller Center, St. 


intense. 

When I was a child I remember 
when I went to the top of The Twin 
Towers that once stood so proud and 
tall and I felt as though I was on top 
of the world. I took in the new feel- 
ings that flowed through my body 
now as I stood at the top of the 
Empire State Building I grieved, but 
at the same time I was happy to see 
that this city came together as a fam- 
ily and kept itself alive and pumping 
with an addictive energy that picks 
you up and carries you away. The 
blue lights that have now taken the 
place of the magnificent towers shine 
boldly with dignity and pride and it 
only shows that nothing can stop 
New York City. It will always hold its 
ground with unmerciful power. 
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I had never been to New York 
City and I could not wait to experi- 
ence The Big Apple. I wanted to see 
every famous landmark, from Times 
Square to The Empire State Building 
to Ground Zero. I saw it all. I took 
taxicabs and ate hotdogs and 
sausages from street venders. Words 
will never do my Ground Zero expe- 
rience justice, but I want to share 
with people what happened down 
there as best as I can. 

The first night we were in New 
York, Kory, Tim, David, and | 
walked the few blocks to Times 
Square to experience the night-life in 
what has been called “The Center of 
the Universe.” We soaked up the 
scene and decided to hail a taxi and 
go to Christopher Street in 
Greenwich Village. 

We arrived on Christopher Street, 
which was supposed to be the hip 
place in the Village, to find it dead 
and very inactive. We were very dis- 
appointed to find a famous piece of 
New York at a stand still. 

We had noticed the two beams of 
light coming from Ground Zero and 
decided to start walking toward 
them. In the half-hour that it took to 
walk from the Village to Ground 
Zero, we saw maybe 15 people out 
and about, and they didn’t look too 
happy. Lower Manhattan still has a 
long, long way to go before it resem- 
bles “normal.” The rest of the city 
seems to be trucking right along 
toward the goal of “normal.” It was 


just like a totally different city in 
Lower Manhattan. 

The glow of not only the memor- 
ial, but also the bright work lights 
that illuminate the rescue and clean 
up efforts at Ground Zero, began to 
get brighter and brighter. The scenes 
of Ground Zero and the lights from 
television and photos are nothing like 
the real thing. 

My heart sank as I walked up to 
one of the memorials set up just feet 
from where thousands of people had 
died. There were very few people 
down there that night which really 
gave us the opportunity to take our 
time walking around and reading dif- 
ferent messages. We were at Ground 
Zero and suddenly all of the scenes 
from television were coming back 
and I recognized much of what I was 
seeing. 

We left the memorial and began 
walking down the street toward the 
area where the huge dump trucks 
were hauling away the mess that was 
left of the Twin Towers. There was a 
New York City firefighter standing at 
the dump truck-access road and | 
decided to talk to him. 

“My name is Pete,” I said to the 
firefighter, “and I’m from Boston. I 
just want you to know everyone in 
Bean-town thinks you guys are awe- 
some.” 

He looked at me and said, with a 
twinkle in his eye, “Thanks, Pete. 
This has been quite a trip.” 

His words stuck in my head. 
“This has been quite a trip.” To hear 
that from someone who had been 


American flags in the lobby of the Empire State Building. 


there that day and has been there 
everyday since the attacks, and was 
still there, was an incredible experi- 
ence for me. The firefighter went on 
to say he feared future attacks and 
hopes that New York will not be the 
target. 

“I know something else is going 


Tribute from the top 


On top of the Empire State 
Building in New York City, the tem- 
porary monument at Ground Zero 
mesmerized me. I just stood there 
staring at the two powerful blue 
beams that lit up the sky of New 
York. The twin beams were lit the 
Monday before we arrived. The 
lights were so powerful and bright 
that the Statue of Liberty could be 
seen in full detail. 

As the tears formed in my eyes, I 
felt sad for all the lives lost in the ter- 
rorist attack on the World Trade 
Center on Sept.l1, but I couldn’t 
stop myself from staring at the blue 
beams. I must have stood there for at 
least 15 minutes, not moving my 
eyes off the powerful sight. 

I put a quarter into the viewfind- 
er to get a better look and it hit me 
even more. Thousands of people 
died at the very spot that captured 
my attention. The tears started to 
flow freely down my cheeks. I 
couldn’t help feeling helpless that 
there was nothing I could do. I want- 
ed to pay some tribute to the lives 
lost but I didn’t know how. So I fig- 
ured my own moment of silence 
would pay my respects. Then all of a 
sudden my moment was abruptly 
ended. 

A girl came up to me and said, 
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View from the Top of the Empire State building 


“Those lights are beautiful, what are 
they for?” 

I couldn’t believe my ears. “Are 
you kidding me?” I asked. “They are 
for the World Trade Center.” 

The girl just looked at me with a 
blank stare, as if she did not under- 
stand what I had just said. 

“They are the temporary monu- 
ment for the six month anniversary 


of the Sept. 11 attack,” I was trying 
not to sound condescending, but it 
was hard because I honestly felt that 
you would have to be living under a 
rock to not know what the lights 
were for. 

The girl simply looked at me and 
said, “Oh.” 

At that point I walked away 
shaking my head. 


to happen,” he said in a thick New 
York accent. “I hope to God it just 
isn’t this city again.” 

I assured him only a jackass 
would mess with his city again. We 
laughed and he began to talk about 
the rescue effort and how proud he 
was to be a part of it. This firefighter 
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was a young man who became an old 
man in a blink of an eye. He saw hell 
on earth and told me about it. I will 
never, ever forget my experience at 
Ground Zero. I will never forget the 
firefighter’s words and the look on 
his face as he said them. 


In the true spirit of New York 
City, here is my “Top Ten List of 
Tim’s New York Moments.” 


10. Finally, after a § 
three- hour wait, moving 
into our hotel room. 

9. Eating my first 
hot dog from a street 
corner vender. 

8. Going to the top 
of the Empire State 
Building. 

7. Being told by the 
speaker at the first semi- 
nar I attended that the 
Observer was “a good 
paper.” 

6. Having a five- 
minute conversation 
with a homeless man 
from the Virgin Islands in 
the middle of Times 
Square. 

5. Visiting the New York Times 
with the rest of the Observer staff. 

4. Walking into Times Square for 
the first time. 

3. Visiting the home firehouse of 
Battalion 8, Ladder 2, Engine 8. 

2. Seeing Ground Zero. 

1. Walking around the streets of 
New York City with my best friends 
in the world. 


Tim and Dave enjoy a hotdog from a vender. 


The three days I spent in New 
York City will be something I will 
never forget. In addition to learning a 
great deal about my chosen profes- 
sion, I learned so much about life and 
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survival from the brave people of 
New York. 

To see Ground Zero right in front 
of me was a breathtaking experience 
that is difficult to put into words. 

I am extremely grateful to NECC 
for giving me the opportunity to take 
this trip. I will carry these memories 
with me for the rest of my life. 
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* SIGHTS OF THE CITY THAT NEVER SLEEPS 


- Times Square, New York, NY Kory Wagner photo 
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The heros of New York City race by. Kory Wagner photo 
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Bob Marley is ‘Iron like a Lion in Zion’ 


A lover not a fighter, 
his inspirational 
messages live on 


ByTIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The legend and legacy of Bob 
Marley extends far beyond the realm 
of music. 

In addition to being the best- 
known reggae artist ever, Marley was 
an activist, revolutionary and peace- 
maker. 

Through songs of triumph, loss 
and belief Marley spread his message 
to millions of people all over the 
world. 

Born Robert Nesta Marley on 
Feb.6, 1947, the future star moved to 
Kingston, Jamaica at the age of five. 

While there he met Bunny 
Livingston who would become a life 
long friend. Bunny and Marley 
turned to music to try and escape the 
tough streets of Kingston. 

Working from the ground up, 
Marley released his first single 
“Judge Not” in 1963. 
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The legacy of Bob Marley extends far 
beyond the realm of music through 


songs of triumph, 


loss and belief he 


spreads his messages to millions. 


Marley and Bunny joined forces 
with Peter Tosh to form the Wailers, 
which quickly became one of the 
most popular groups in Jamaica. 

The Wailers based their early 
songs on the popular dance music 


style of SKA. The band later slowed 
down the beat to the bass-heavy 
sound of reggae. 

The Wailers got a break in 1971 
when Island Records signed them to 
a record contract. This marked the 
first time a major label signed a deal 
with a reggae band. 

Marley made a bigger name for 


himself in 1973 when he formed a 
new look “Bob Marley and the 
Wailers” that included his wife Rita 
on back-up vocals. 

Marley proceeded to take reggae 
to an international level with a string 
of record-breaking albums and tours. 

In 1976, reggae exploded in 
America and “Bob Marley and the 
Wailers” were named Rolling Stone 
Magazine “Band of the Year.’ 

In April of 1978, Marley played 
in Jamaica at the “One Love Peace 
Concert” in front of the prime minis- 
ter and leader of the opposition. 

Bob arranged a meeting between 
the two enemies, which resulted in 
him winning the Peace Medal of the 
Third World from the United 
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New York City captures the mystique of Marley in Times Square. 


Nations. 
Robert Nesta Marley died on 


May11, 1981 of cancer at the age of 


36. His funeral in Jamaica on May 21 
has been compared to that of a king. 

Marley’s legacy lives on today, 
he is as popular as ever. His albums 
sell thousands of copies a year and 


countless artists such as Ben Harper, 
Dave Matthews and Wyclef Jean 
have paid tribute to Marley by play- 
ing his songs. 

Marley was honored in 1994 
when he was inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame. 


A never-ending journey with Rollins 


‘Smile You’re 
Traveling’ a venture 
worth taking 


ByKory WAGNER 
Photo Editor & Staff Reviewer 


With his third installment to the 
“Black Coffee Blues Series,” 
Henry Rollins brings us “Smile 
You’re Traveling,” a book about a 
year of his life on the road. 

Written in a way, in which one 
would keep a journal, he takes you 
through his days and nights on the 
road by giving dates, places and 
occasionally the time. 

Having too much to do and no 
time to do it, is how this 
author/musician/spoken word artist 
likes to live his life. 

Rollins is 
always on the go, 
constantly on the 
move, traveling all 
over the world cata- 
loging his thoughts 
about the places he 
has been, the things 
he has seen and how 
he feels about it all. 

His traveling 
career started at a 
young age, when he 
was the front man 
for the now legendary punk band 
Black Flag. 

Touring the world, playing 
shows and drinking coffee is what 
he did then, twenty years later he’s 
still doing the same thing. Only this 
time with a new band, The Rollins 
Band, and doing spoken word dates 
all over the world. 

Spoken word, for those that 
don’t know, is just what it sounds 
like. He stands on stage at clubs 
and other varies types of venues all 


over the world and tells his tale 
about his life. Rollins reads from 
journals that he has written in, shar- 
ing his thoughts and ideas on many 
different subjects. 

“Smile You’re Traveling” takes 
place while he was on the road 
between 1997 and 1998. Starting 
off his adventure by hanging out 
with Black Sabbath in England and 
helping them with their first 
reunion shows back in 


1997; 


we Go 


“T like this solo journey. I like the idea of 
being in this land where no one knows = and 
me. Where I am such an obvious out- 
sider, I like the fact that I am doing it 


alone.” -Henry Rollins 


Rollins is soon off, boarding an air- 
plane and jetting off to Africa, with 
his 550 thousand frequent flyer 
miles he has collected. 

This goes to show how much 
traveling this man did when he 
decided to spend some time to 
reflect on his past years of work 
and see some of the places that he 
has always wanted to see. 

Always on the move, he is soon 
off to Madagascar and then to do 


some interviews and press dates all 
over the world to promote his 
bands album “Come in and Burn.” 

With a non-stop schedule sleep 
is something that this man knows 
very little about, keeping busy is 
something he knows all too much 
about. 

Not only is he a world traveler, 
Rollins is a businessman as well. 
He owns his own publication com- 
pany, “2.13.61” named after his 
own birthday. He has published 
several other books including 
“Black Coffee Blues” and “Do I 
Come Here Often,” the first two 
books in the “Black Coffee Blues 
Series” as well as countless others 
from people like Nick Cave and 
Iggy Pop. 

Rarely at his home in 
California, Henry lives out of hotel 
rooms all over the world, alone. 

Henry likes his alone time and 

he thinks that is 


how it should 
be. “To this day, 
I still think the 


number one is 
the strongest 
ultimate 
number,” he 
states in his 
book along with 
endless passages 
on how and why 
he chooses to 
live the way he 


does. 
While visiting Kenya, Henry 
writes, “I like this solo journey. I 


like the idea of being in this land 
where no one knows me. Where I 
am such an obvious outsider, I like 
the fact that | am doing it alone.” 
He fills his book with thoughts 
and ideas about people, places he 
has been and things that he has 
experienced, the whole time know- 
ing that no one might really care 
about what he has done. But that 


doesn’t stop him from doings the 
things he loves to do. 

He ends his book with an 
appendix, which is actually a tour 
journal from the tour he did with 
the Rollins Band for “Come in and 
Burn.” 

With ticket sales not going the 
way he expected he comes to face 
new challenges within himself. 

Not knowing whether or not 
this will be the last time the band 
will tour sends Rollins into a deep 
depression which he catalogs daily. 


Dealing with throat problems 
and exhaustion are some more 
added problems that the man has to 
deal with on his seemingly never- 
ending journey around the world. 

Pain, struggle, loneliness and 
depression on the road are the main 
topics of “Smile You’re Traveling.” 

The things that makes this book 
different from the many other 
books out on the market today, is 
you get to see how one man deals 
with all these issues and conquer 
them all on his own. 


April 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 at 8pm 
Top Notch Theater (Spurk) 


Directed by: 


Jim. Murphy 
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By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


woman is lying in bed in a fit- 
A sleep. Her chest rises slow- 
y and evenly with each breath 


she takes. In utter silence, a shape 
moves in the shadows of the room. He 
has been doing this for centuries and 
knows the procedure well. He creeps 
to her bed, she awakens only with a 
gasp as he sinks his teeth into her 
throat. She will now become one of 
them. 

A family man finds the perfect 
suburban house for himself and his 
family. They move into their dream 
home and the first night his youngest 
son swears something is making nois- 
es under his bed. Soon the man real- 
izes there is something strange about 
his new residence. His family is 
harassed by invisible forces that shake 
the walls and throw objects around the 
room. The family is driven from the 
home they thought would be perfect. 

A girl is walking through the 
woods on her way home from a party. 
She hums a song to herself, but 
instinctively freezes when she hears 
brush cracking in the distance. She 
hears only the deep silence around 
her. She begins walking again and as 
she quickens her pace she hears the 
sounds coming more frequently and 
closer than before. She breaks into a 
run as her pursuer hammers through 
the trees and leaves, no longer using 
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the silence of the woods to disguise 
his presence. She trips over a root and 
crashes to the forest floor and even 
before she turns around she knows he 
is there. She lets fly a last blood-cur- 
dling scream before her attacker 
silences her forever. 

Do any of these scenarios remind 
you of a scene from a favorite film? If 
these scenes are the ones that entice 
you and leave you wanting more, you 
may be a horror movie buff, like me. 

The horror genre has proved itself 
to be the most steadfast in film histo- 
ry. It has given birth to some of the 
most memorable moments and char- 
acters in the history of motion pic- 
tures. It is a genre that prides itself on 
being long-lasting and toying with the 
psyche of the world. For decades, the 
horror film has terrified its audiences 
and there seems to be no end in sight. 

“Fear is the most powerful emo- 
tion in the human race and fear of the 
unknown is probably the most 
ancient. You’re dealing with stuff that 
everybody has felt: from being little 
babies we’re frightened of the dark, 
we’re frightened of the unknown. If 
you’re making a horror film you get to 
play with the audience’s feelings,” 
John Carpenter said on realmofhor- 
ror.com. Carpenter directed horror 
classics “Halloween” and “Christine.” 

People have always had a fear of 
the unknown and enjoyed the thrill of 
a sudden shock. This unusual pleasure 
we take from toying with fear is the 
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Horror legend Boris Karloff portrayed Frankenstein and The Mummy 
in two of Universal Studios early endeavors into the horror film. 


reason why people read ghost stories 
and scouts tell scary stories around the 
campfire. 

Edgar Allen Poe is still to this day 
thought of as the father of horror fic- 
tion. His tales of lunacy and betrayal 
still influence many directors and 
writers. People’s fears remain con- 
stant although society and its views 
change. 

With this in mind, the first horror 
movies were based on characters from 
early folklore, such as werewolves, 
vampires and monsters. These movies 
would be seen as comical today, but 
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during the early parts of the century 
they made a huge impact on not only 
the horror genre, but also cinema in 
general. 

The first film ever made that 
could be classified under the horror 
genre was a French film titled “Le 
Manior du Diable.” The director 
Georges Melies played the devil-vam- 
pire Mephistopheles and the film was 
released in 1896. 

The next 15 years saw several 
shorts and silent films like “The 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligan,” several adap- 
tation of “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” 
and a “Frankenstein” short made 
notable by the fact that it was pro- 
duced by Thomas Edison. 

The first horror film to truly make 
an impact was “Nosferatu” which was 
released in 1922. The German adapta- 
tion of Bram Stoker’s Dracula starred 
Max Shreck in the title role. Although 
the film had much success, Stoker’s 
widow successfully sued the film 
company for making it without her 
permission. All copies of the film 
were ordered to be burned, but thank- 
fully the original negatives were not 
destroyed. “Nosferatu” resurfaced 
some years later and had proved to be 
the most well known and successful 
horror films of the silent movie era. 

It was during this era that “The 
Man of a Thousand Faces” Lon 
Chaney found fame. He played the 
title roles respectively in 1923’s “The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame” and 
1925’s “The Phantom of the Opera.” 
Chaney is still thought of as the first 
notable horror actor in the horror 
genre, as well as one of the best actors 
of the silent film era. 

Universal Studios pioneered the 
horror genre into the 1930s. This 
decade was proved to be the end of the 
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silent movie era. However, the charac- 
ters of the previous decade proved to 
be durable enough to crossover into 
the new talking pictures. Universal’s 
first horror excursion was “Dracula” 
in 1930. This film was a huge success 
and boosted the public’s interest in 
horror films immensely. This film also 
made its leading actor and horror leg- 
end, Bela Legosi a star. 

Universal was quick to cash in on 
the success of the “Dracula” by adapt- 
ing the Mary Shelley novel 
“Frankenstein” into a motion picture. 
Boris Karloff had his career launched 
by this film, which proved to be even 
more successful than “Dracula” had 
been. Adaptations of “Hound of the 
Baskervilles” and “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde” in 1931 proved to be far less 
successful for Universal. Despite the 
failed attempts with those films, the 
next year Universal recovered with 
the arrival of another hit in “The 
Mummy” which saw Karloff return to 
his ways as the leading man of horror 
by portraying the title role. 

During this time, Legosi was star- 
ring in a small independent film titled 
“White Zombie” which helped to fur- 
ther his legacy as a horror actor. In 
1933 he also starred in “The Island of 
Lost Souls” with Charles Laughton. 
This film saw Legosi playing the 
“Sayer of the Law” in one of the first 
adaptations of the H.G. Wells novel 
“The Island of Dr. Moreau” 

The later part of the decade gave 
birth to one of the most treasured 
types of film in the minds of horror 
fans: the horror sequel. “The Bride of 
Frankenstein” was released in 1935 
and “Dracula’s Daughter” in 1936. 
Although neither of these movies 
proved to be as popular as the origi- 
nals, they went to show that loyal fans 
of the genre would keep coming back 
as long as the films kept being made. 

In 1939, “Son of Frankenstein” 
saw Karloff reprise his role as 
Frankenstein, as well as Bela Legosi 
portraying the role of Ygor. Another 
remake of “Hound of the 
Baskervilles” proved to be more pop- 
ular than the original. 

The early days of horror were 
slow and steady, but with Universal 
Studios at the helm of the genre 
throughout the 1930’s, the company 
proved that horror films could be pop- 
ular and make a profit. 

The “Universal Monsters” have 
continued to be staples of the genre to 
this day. Chaney, Karloff, and Legosi 
are still thought of as the pioneers of 
horror acting. However, the 1940s 
would prove to be a very different 
decade for the horror film. 


BUT, DOCTOR... 
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‘Black Hawk Down’: A day in warfare 
SES Ve a Te 


Mistakes and bad judgements lead US sol- 
diers into a ground battle lasting longer than 
any other since Vietnam. 


A fight for survival 
against the Somalian 
militia 


By TiM EATON 
Contributing Reporter 


“Black Hawk Down” is summed 
up in one scene. Major General 
William Garrison walks in to the 
medical barracks where many of his 
soldiers are wounded. He scans the 
disturbing sight and looks at the 
floor. Blood has dripped off of the 
operating table and formed a large, 
red puddle on the floor. Garrison 
grabs a scrub and attempts to wipe it 
up. As he moves through the blood, it 
spreads along the floor and the area 
gets bigger. The attempt to try and 
clean it up just makes it worse. 

The blood is much like the mis- 
sion in the movie, every attempt to 
clean up, to fix a mistake just makes 
matters worse. “Black Hawk Down” 
is a collection of mistakes and bad 
judgments that lead a force of U.S. 
Soldiers to an unexpected firefight, 
lasting longer than any other ground 
battle since Vietnam. 

The story is about a mission 


“timed to take approximately a half- 


hour taking a turn for the worse when 
a soldier falls from a helicopter, 
immobilizing him. Surrounded by a 
large Somalian militia it is now a 


fight to survive rather than to capture 
a warlord. The intense plot is pre- 
sented amazingly by the directing of 
Ridley Scott. Scott’s visions take the 
true story and presents it just as it 1s: 
true. There was no “Rambo”-esque 
character that wiped out half the 
world’s population with a knife and 
headband. The movie actually barely 
touches upon some of the soldiers 
involved. What you are watching is 
the closest thing to war you can get to 
without being gunned down. Scott 
spares no emotions in this hellish 
depiction of Oct. 3, 1993. Scott real- 
ly doesn’t even make use of the 
names he has attached to the film, 
like Ewan McGregor. It is more 
about the story than feeding an 
actor’s ego. 

The film shows equal respect to 
all parties involved: the soldiers and 
the Somalians. There is no massively 
oblivious propaganda attached to the 
film. Whether it is a child fighting 
along side of his father or a fallen US 
Soldier being stripped down and car- 
ried off into the streets, all was 
shown accurately and was verified 


Foreign film festival 
to be held in Lawrence 


Experience NECCS 
cultural diversity 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The fifth annual Northern Essex 
Community College Foreign Film 
Festival will be held in the atrium of 
the Lawrence campus on Franklin 
Street. The first showing will start on 
Saturday, April 6. This year’s screen- 
ings will portray critically 
acclaimed foreign language films 
from Italy, Arabia and Spain. The 
festival, which is free and open to the 
public, will be held in the relaxed 
coffee house atmosphere of the col- 
lege’s campus.The schedule is as fol- 
lows: 


Saturday April, 6 

“The Monster” (Italy 1994-R | 
hour 52 minutes) is a hilarious farce 
featuring the spectacular Italian 
comic, Roberto Benigni , with 
Nicoletta Braschi and Michel Blanc. 
“The Monster” featuring a serial 
rapist/ killer on the loose killing 
numerous women over a span of 12 
years and police are desperate to 
catch him. 


Saturday April, 13 

“ThreeSeasons“(Italy- 
Vietnamese 1999-R1 hour 53 min- 
utes) is the first American -funded 
production to be filmed in Vietnam 
since the war. This film features 
Harvey Keitel, Don Duong, and 
Ngoc Hiep Nguyen. Characters 
include an innocent girl harvesting 
flowers, a blind teacher who has lost 
his will to live, a cycle driver who 
falls helplessly in love with a prosti- 


tute anda fragmented American 
who returns after 30 years of being 
absent to find the daughter he 
fathered. 


Saturday April, 13 

“The Grandfather’(Spain 1998- 
PG 2 hours 26 minutes) which was 
nominated for a Academy Award, 
features beautiful scenes of Spain 
engulfed in emotional outpourings 
and pre-Franco politics. The film 
stars Francisco Fernam Gomez a, a 
Spanish film legend; Rafael Alonso; 
and Cayetana GuillenCuervo. 
Cuervo plays the head of a family 
and is unmoved by the death of his 
son and has only the concern of dis- 
covering which two girls carries his 
“blood.” This is-an old fashioned 
film that will be shown in its native 
language and sub-titled in English. 

Come celebrate Lawrence’s eth- 
nic traditions and rich cultural diver- 
sity on the three Saturday evenings 
and enjoy these films from around 
the world. The purpose is to keep 
cultural presence as an economic and 
educational resource within the com- 
munity. Light refreshments will be 
available before each film and during 
intermissions. 

All films are huge hits and your 
presence is much appreciated. Please 
come and enjoy these free and open 
to the public, adult only films, along 
with the free parking that is in an 
enclosed lot with security on site. 
Feel free to contact Mark Palermo at 
mpalermo@necc.mass.edu/556- 
3000 ext.7463 (voice mail). He will 
answer any specific information on 
this event . 

Check out the Web site at 
http://neccfilmfest.tripod.com 

Don’t miss out!! 


by soldiers who had participated. The 
book the movie is based on even 
shows the proof, where an Americans 
body is being dragged in the street. 
To show the movie in its true form, 
facts needed to take precedence. If 
you were hit, you bled. If you 
weren’t going to die in the next 20 
minutes, you picked up your gun and 
did what you could to save your 
brothers. It went the other way as 
well. If an armed Somalian was shot, 
an unarmed Somalian picked up his 
weapon and continued fighting. The 
weapon was even picked up by a 
burga-clad woman. Basically, a bul- 
let made you bleed and mistakes 
were not reversible. 

The 2-1/2 hour movie was com- 
parable to the storming of Normandy 
in “Saving Private Ryan.” Many peo- 
ple needed to leave the theater due to 
the graphic nature of the film. And 
just to inform you, “R” ratings are 
not meant for young children, 


Spats 
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Real tragedies make real films. 


whether the story is true or not. Let 
them grow up a little before taking 
them, six 10 year olds, or under 10, 
had to leave within the first five min- 
utes of the battle. The film was 
incredible, deserves to be seen by 
anyone who needs a reminder on 
what bad decisions can lead to. 

Here’s the breakdown: 

¢ “Black Hawk Down”—3 stars 
(graphically intense, but true to life 
and lost a star for making you read 


I HOPE You REALIZE THAT IM 
NOT YOUR PERSONAL SLAVEY 


\& You Reariy 

CARED ABOUT 

ME, You'p DO 
WHAT I 


Yov' ee 
DELUStoNAL. 


How NAWE 
DO You THINK 
TAM? 


Now You'Re 
SUST BABBLING, 


background material and ) 

* Loews Theatre (Danvers)—3 
stars (comfortable seats, can concen- 
trate on the film rather than your 
aching legs) 

* Popcorn and Drink—N/A 
(Concentrating on the action, it 
moves quick so you have to be alert) 

* Overall—3 stars. If you missed 
this one in the theatre, anticipate an 
incredible DVD. 
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MLB predictions: 
Yankees lead the pack 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


A.L. East 


1. New York Yankees 

2. Boston Red Sox* 

3. Baltimore Orioles 

4. Toronto Blue J oF 
5.Tampa Bay Devil Rays 


A.L. Central 


1. Minnesota Twins 

2. Cleveland Indians 
3. Chicago White Sox 
4. Detroit Tigers 

5. Kansas City Royals 


A.L. West 


1. Seattle Mariners 
2. Oakland Athletics 
3. Anaheim Angels 
4. Texas Rangers 


UPS 101: Bo 


You get up to a $750 Sign-On Bonus after 90 days of employment, 


N.L. East 


1. Atlanta Braves 

2. New York Mets 

3. Philadelphia Phillies 
4. Florida Marlins 

5. Montreal Expos 


N.L. Central 


1. St. Louis Cardinals 
2. Houston Astros 

3. Chicago Cubs 

4. Cincinnati Reds 

5. Milwaukee Brewers 
6. Pittsburgh Pirates 


N.L. West 


1.Arizona Diamondbacks 
2. San Francisco Giants* 
3. Los Angeles Dodgers 
4. San Diego Padres 
5. Colorado Rockies 


*Indicates Wild Card 


World Series: 
New York Yankees 
Over 


San Francisco Giants 


Cy Young Award 


A.L. Pedro Martinez, 
Red Sox 


N.L. Curt Schilling, 
Diamondbacks 


MVP Award 


A.L. Jason Giambi, 
Yankees 


N.L. Barry Bonds, 
Giants 


Get involved in 
school sports 


Great opportunities 
are available for 
student athletes 


By CASSANDRA VERDURA 
Contributing Reporter 


When students were asked 
what they know about the NECC 
sports teams, many were hard 
pressed to come up with an answer. 

Those students who were 
aware retrieved their information 
from the school’s cluttered bulletin 
boards, the NECC Web site, or 
word of mouth. 

The year-round sports and six 
varsity teams NECC. offers are 
men’s and women’s basketball and 
cross country, men’s baseball, and 
women’s volleyball. The sports are 
offered in the fall, winter, and 
spring seasons. 

Director of the Athletic 
Department Sue MacAvoy said 
there are students also interested in 
sports that are not offered at 
NECC, cheerleading being one of 
them. 


When you join the UPS Team and the UPS Earn & Learn Program, you receive Full-Time benefits with a 


Part-Time job, plus ourstanding education assistance to help pay college expenses, and anach more! 


nuses 


“When cheerleading was 
offered in the past most of the 
cheerleaders were dance majors,” 
MacAvoy said. “By the fourth 
game there would be no cheerlead- 
ers because they would be prepar- 
ing for the dance show,” 

There is no tryout that takes 
place to join a team. A student must 
simply maintain a 2.0 GPA and be 
a full-time student. 

“The only time a tryout might 
be held is when there are too many 
students signing up,” MacAvoy 
said. “This happens especially in 
men’s baseball and basketball.” 

As our athletes continue to fill 
the NECC Observer and local 
newspapers with their outstanding 
achievements it makes many stu- 
dents who aren’t on sports teams 
become more interested in joining. 

“Seeing students that I know in 
the newspaper for sports, makes 
me want to get more involved with 
my school,” says Timothy 
Bouchard, sophomore in computer 
science. 

“A sports team might be a great 
thing to get involved with,” 
MacAvoy said. “But we all have to 
keep in mind that joining a sports 
team is a commitment.” 


An ajual opportenity ample 


and up to $3,500 in total Sign-On Bonuses after 1 year of employment. 


UPS 102: Earn & Learn Program 


Get up to $23,000* in College Education Assistance. 


*UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 
UPS 103: Benefits 
* Great Starting Weekly Pay * Flexible Shifts to Fit Your Schedule * Medical, Dental and 
Life Insurance * 401(K) * Weekends & Holidays Off * Paid Vacations * And Much More! 


To Learn More, Simply Call Us Today at 


1-877-UPS-HIRE 
or Se Habla Espafiol, Llame: 
978-441-3629 


90 Brick Kiln Road * Chelmsford, MA 


www.upsjobs.com 


iThe UPS | 
IEARN &| 
ILEARN 
|Program 


See Your Local On-Campus Recruiter or Visit: 


Lawrence Valley Works Career Center 
11 Lawrence Street, Lawrence: Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 am — 2 pm 


Tues. & Thurs. 1 pm — 


4pm 


Haverhill Valley Works Career Center 
80 Merrimack Street, Haverhill: Mon. & Thurs. 1 pm — 4 pm 
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Who will be 
National champs? 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The majority of college basket- 
ball “experts” are saying the winner 
of the Kansas vs. Maryland game 
will go on to win the national cham- 
pionship. 

All of these “experts” are mak- 
ing a big mistake in overlooking 
Oklahoma. The Sooners made quick 
work of Illinois (Chicago), Xavier, 
Arizona and Missouri en route to 
their first Final Four appearance 
since 1988. 

Led by junior guard Hollis Price, 
who. is averaging 16.6 points per 
game, Oklahoma has won each of 
their four tournament games in very 
convincing fashion. 

Coach Kelvin Sampson has done 
a fantastic job of molding a group of 
solid players into a championship 
caliber team. 

So let Maryland and Kansas 
wear each other out on Saturday 
night, it really doesn’t matter. Come 
Monday April 1, it will be the 
Oklahoma Sooners who cut down 
the nets. 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


March Madness usually brings 
joy and heartache on the same day to 
many athletes. Most of the time the 
team ranked number one going into 
the tournament has the rights to cut 
down the net. But what happens 
when the number one team takes an 
early exit? 

Just ask Duke. 

Being eliminated by Indiana, 
was something many sports fans had 
not expected. 

Indiana showed determination 
and will to beat the top-seeded team. 
Was it fate or just luck? 

Indiana did not hit from down- 
town against the Devils only 20 per- 
cent, but they did have more 
rebounds and a higher field goal per- 
centage. 

That all changed when the 
Hoosiers met Kent State. Dane Fife, 
Kyle Hornsby and Tom Coverdale 
went 15-19 behind the arch. 

If they can combine the winning 
efforts of both of those games into 
one valiant effort, it is my pick that 
Indiana will win the tournament, 
something they have not done since 
1987. 
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I sull love you New York 


Upon return- 
ing from a three- 
day trip to New 
York City, I am 
seeing and think- 
ing so much dif- 
ferently. 

Nothing 
could ever make 
me a Yankees 
fan, however, I 
am genuinely impressed with the 
attitude, swagger and confidence of 
the New York sports scene. 

I walked the streets of New York 
City everyday I was there, wearing 
my Red Sox hat. Not once did I get a 
look or receive a comment. The rea- 
son for this I’ve decided is that the 
sports fans in the Big Apple just 
don’t care. 

While anybody wearing a 
Yankees hat in the hub is nine times 
out of 10 ridiculed and dehumanized, 


Boston fans in New York are 
ignored. 

The city has so much pride that 
lambasting the competition seems 
miniscule and unnecessary. 

Being the holders of four World 
Series and a Stanley Cup over the 
last 10 years, New York knows it is 
good and just doesn’t feel the need to 
prove it. 

In the wake of Sept. 11 and the 
rebuilding that has followed, there is 
little doubt that New York is the 
greatest city in the world. 

There is so much history in New 
York, Babe Ruth, Joe Namath, 
Mickey Mantle, Walt Frazier, Joe 
DiMaggio the list goes on and on. 

In addition to all the legendary 
athletes New York has, two of the 
most famous and historic sport build- 
ings ever also can be found in the 
city. 

Madison Square Garden and 
Yankee Stadium have played host to 
some of the greatest moments in the 
history of sports. 

The walls of these two athletic 


worshipping grounds could tell 
amazing stories. 

From Don Larsen’s perfect game 
in the 1956 World Series, to the 
Rangers unforgettable Stanley Cup 
victory in 1994, the legendary events 
are endless. 

Dating back to the 1950s, when 
the city had three baseball teams 
within a subway ride of each other, 
(Yankees, Brooklyn Dodgers and 
N.Y. Giants) New York has always 
been considered by many to be the 
sports capital of the world. 

Even when California, with its 
sunshine and big money stadiums, 
stole the Giants and Dodgers away, 
the city stood tall embracing a new 
team located in Flushing, the Mets 
who captured World Series titles in 
1969 and 1986. 

With the Giants, Jets, Islanders 
and Knicks rounding out the 
immense sports scene, New York has 
the right to brag all they want. But 
again, they just don’t. They let the 
banners do the talking. 


Will the inmates 
run the assylum? 


Are the Rangers 
sitting ona 
ticking time bomb? 


Causes one to 
that two of baseball’s most charming 
personalities were brought together 
under the roof of one clubhouse. 
With the addition of left handed 


pitcher John Rocker, the Texas 
Rangers add not only a strong-armed 
reliever but also a well-documented 
sexist, bigoted xenophobe to an 
already unstable mix. 

On a team already containing 
such fine upstanding sportsmen as 
Carl Everett, Chan Ho Park and Juan 
Gonzalez, Rocker adds yet another 
component to a recipe for potential 
disaster. 

Carl Everett, as those of us Red 
Sox fans can attest, has at least one or 
two screws loose of his own. 

Most notably was an incident 
consisting of head-butting an umpire, 
not to mention the temper tantrums 
he has thrown at two consecutive 
family days at Fenway Park. All of 
which he would claim as no fault of 


his own. 

These things could be over- 
looked if it were not for his lackluster 
play during last season. 

As in all sports at the profession- 


al level, Rocker and Everett spout off 


about a “fresh start in a new city.” 
How many times have sports 
fans heard this now infamous line? In 
an ESPN radio interview with Dan 
Patrick, Texas first baseman Rafael 
Palmeiro stated that both players 
come to Texas with a “clean slate.” 


When asked if Palmeiro felt that 
Rocker and Everett should be 


approached at the beginning of 


spring training he responded that 
“they indeed should.” 

What does one say to these two 
characters in order to keep them in 
line? “How about don’t be stupid?” 

But, perhaps that’s asking too 
much or closing the barn door after 
the horse has already escaped. 

Besides, telling Rocker or 
Everett “don’t be stupid,” may be 
along the same lines as telling the 
pope, “don’t be Catholic.” 

There is truth that both Everett 
and Rocker have been known to play 
well and if both were to play up to 
their respective potential then Texas 
would be richer two very capable 
baseball players. 

The home office in Arlington 
would be applauded for their brilliant 
maneuvering to get them. 

However, it is more likely that 
both men will continue with their 
adequate play and their unintelligible 
and sometimes incomprehensible 
acts. 

One is to wonder what the 
Rangers brain trust is really thinking. 

Of course if they win the World 
Series... 
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Crystal Springs Golf Club 


18-Hole 
72-par 


Call for tee time: 978-374-9621 


Where 


good golf 
comes first. 


! 


940 N. Broadway, Haverhill, Mass. 
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THE SEASON IS UPON US 
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Soon the baseball fields 
will be filled with children 


playing baseball and 
singing the familiar song; 


“Take me out to 
the ball game” 
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